4                              OUR CONSULAR SYSTEM.

The treaties, moreover, up to the present time, only
sanctioned the establishment in Turkey of wholesale
merchants, and did not allow of retail  dealers ; for
it is known that a clause in a late treaty concluded
between Great Britain and the   Ottoman Empire,
containing words sanctioning retail dealers, does not
exist in the original, but was inserted in the trans-
lation by an interpreter.   Such a practice would bear
an ugly name if it came under the cognisance* of
an English court of law.    The consequences have
been two-fold;   the   foreign shopkeepers   pay no
taxes to the State in which they live, and are thus
in a more favoured condition than the shopkeepers
subjects of the country; they are also  in the con-
dition of privileged creditors and privileged debtors :
secondly, the following of certain trades by foreigners,
under the present system of foreign jurisdiction., ren-
ders the administration of justice impossible :  all
the wine-shops and coffee-houses kept by lonians,
Maltese, Greeks, and others, are closed to the police.
These  wine-shops   are  the rendezvous   of robbers,
murderers, and other criminals, who are more secure
there  than criminals   were formerly in the  sanc-
tuaries  of Alsatia and the  Savoy.    Tliese abuses
have  been  swept away throughout  Christendom;
why should Christian Governments wisli to main-
tain them in Turkey in behalf of criminals who